Iir. Jennifer MceFinlon preparnes (o |:|rm'i-|:||.- Carla (xhoa, 25 a
dental examination. Ochoa is in Michigan from Honduras
wilh her Eyvear-old son, Luis, whe saffers from a congenital
heart defect and requires sargery.
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Local dentist aids Honduran children

need the surgery to survive,
Stephenson. a member of Grace

" said Tracey
Bible

12 healthy,” ahe said.
Members of Grace Bible €

gl to love peaple, you getl fo help people,

H!r Brian Ciox “hurch in Ann and God blesaes us.  That's the way he

Srafl Winkeer Church whose family iz hosting Samaria and  Arbor have participated in the Children's works.”™
the girl’s guardian, Suyapa Moncada, in thelr  Heart Project for six years. In the foyver of “Its amazing the number of people

or tears dry mow, 2-vear-old Samaria
Hﬁm‘illﬂ fiddles with a brapd-new

toothibrish ia the wailting rodm of Bl
Woodland Family Dentistry in Saline.

She’s just had her teeth cleaned and some
Xeravs laken, She didnt paricularly enjoy
thee experienee, but £he toughed ot ool

in the coming days. Samaria will face an
oven greater challenge when she undergoes
life-saving heard surgery in a strange and
cold land,

Samaria I8 among three children from
Honduras whoe traveled o Michigan in
Chetoler Lo receive medical allention for con
genital heart defects atl Universily of Mich
igan Hospital.

The children were brought 1o the states as
part of the Children's Heard Project run by
Zamaritan’ Purse, a 35-vear-old nondenomi-
national evangelieal C hristian organization
that muins a range of programs to help people
who are victims of war, poverty, natural dis
asters, disease and famine.

The Children's Heart Project began in
1997 in response e the ethnic conflict in
Bosnia, where war had damaged hospitals to
such an extenl that helpiag children wath
heart defecis was all but impossible.

That year. Samaritan’s Purse brought two
children io a hospital in Marth Carolina for
heart surgery. Since then, the project has
helped more than 325 children receive eriti-
cal surgery unavailable in their own country
amd without which they would have been
uflikely to reach thelr loenaie vears.

“The bottom line iz that these children

home.  “Usually the ehildren are toddlers
like Samaria who, if they lived in the United
Stafes, would have received surgery as
infanis.”

Samaria’s attention turns from the tooth-
brush to other goodies
im the bag D Jenmfer
MeFinton gave her for
being & hbrave litile
girl

Drsnital work 15 & ne
easary step before any
of the children can
undergo hearl surgery

“It has boen a tremendous oppor-
tunity for us as a family.You get
attached very quickly and you
realize people are the same

the church is a picture gallery of all the chil-
dren who the church has hosted.

Tom McFarlan's family has hosted chil
dren rom Kozovoa and Mongolia the past
two vears. This year, they have opened their
home to Carla Cehon
and ber Gyearald son,
Luis, and Alls Lagos
anid her 14-vearaold
danghter, Alis.  An
interpreder, El&a
Dheming 18 also stay-
ing with them

“It has been a

bescause a patient can- w o m love their chil- tremendons oppeorioni-
not have any bacteria dren. ty for us as a family,”
in hiz mouth ai the Tom McPardan McParlan said. “You
time of the operation, Host paren Pt mllmched WY
“We've had 1o do : quickly and you realize
some prefy exiensive prople are the same
dental work before evernywhere — they
they ean have sur love their children,”™
gery,” 2ald Stephenson. “Many of (the chil- Samaria has abandoned the dental goodie

dren) come from countries where little den-
lal hygicne is practioed,”

MeFinlon, who heard of Samaritan’s Purse
from her receplionist, Liza Sireader, donat-
ed her serviees,

“It's such & small thing for mie, but for them
I8 the ane Lime 16 Uheer lile when they might
gel proper dental care.” she said.

MeFinton =pid she plans te participate in
thie project again nexi year,

“It makes me feel really provileged and
really lucky that [ was born in the United
States and that I'm healthy and my daughier

hag in favor of the contents of a pink back-
pack given her by a Graee Bible Church
member, She pulls out a doll and an Elmao
plione,

There are sacrifices and inconveniences
to opening your home to families from anoth-
er ciillure, MeParlan sird. His sod, Laike, 18
aleeping on an inflatable bed in his parents”
room, Guesis might s=ometimes leave the
shower running all day or open windows
when the atr comdibioning 12 on, Bul it's all
minor, MeParlan said.

“It's more than worih it"

he =aid. “You

pvnlved,” said the Rev. Dowg Streader. pas-
tor ai Grace Bible Church. “All these fami-
lies gather togeiher for one purpose. It's
Amaring Lo see”

Carla Ochoa i3 25 She and her son, Luis.
are from San Pedrosula, Honduras. The sur-
gery Luis will undergo will allow him to
grow up to reach his tecnage years, she said
thraugh an interpreter az she reclined in a
dental chair waiting for McFinton to clean
and X-ray her tecth

“It's a huge deal because vou cannot have
thiz kind of surgery back home,” said
Dheming, who is the coordinator for
Samaritans Purse in Honduras, “The Gami
liez feel they are really blessed for this
oppartinity for their kida”

The Ochoas and the Lagoses will remain in
the United States for ot least six weeks as
the children recover from surgery. 17 thers
are any complications. their stay may e
extended. They will then refurnm home.
healthicr and with a much improved chance
of leading a normal Life.

“I's quile a celebration when they do o
brack.” said Sireader, “because so much has
beeen accomplished.”

Samares has fallen azleep, with the Elma
phone still eluiched in her hand

Donations such as gift cards (o ares stores,
phone cards, personal services such ns hair
culs, or olther donations may be dropped ofT
al Woodland Family Dentisiry at 510 5. Ann
Arbor 51, in Saline

Siall Writer Brian Cox can be reached ol
129- 7180 or beoxiherilage. com.



