Milestone

Saline dentist celebrates 30th year in practice

By Debra Talcott
Special Wriler

When Saline's Dr. J. Michael
Dibble opened his dental prac-
tice in Sept. 1971, he couldn't
have predicted he would cele-
brate three decades in the
same location. But ecelebrate
he has, by enjoving cake with
hiz office stall and by taking on
a new associabte, Dr. Jennifer
MeFinbon.

“I realized early on the more
I got to know peaple here, that
Baline iz a great place to bae”
says Dr. Dibble. “l1 am lortu-
nate bo have stayed.”

Dibble, who iz a 1969 gradu-
ate of the University of
Michigan School of Dentistry,
was inspired to pursue this
career by his father. who was a
SUFEeGn. The yvounger D
Dibble knew he wanited (o
study in a science-related field
but wanted more Nexible hours
conducive to marriage and fam-
ily life

After graduation from the U-
M. Dr. Dibble enlisted in the
Army and spent two years in
Williamsburg, Va. during the
Vietnam War. While in the ser-
viee, he ook classes al the
renowned Walter Heed Army
Medical Center, named for the
Army phyzician who, in the
early 19005, discovered that
mosquilees transmil  svellow
fever.

DE. DIBBELE resides in Ann
Arbor with hiz wife Linda, a
retired speech  pathologist,
The couple has one daughter,
Carrle, who gradusted from
Albion College and New York
Universily and teaches lan-
puage aris to sixth-graders in
the Pinckney Schools,

“Our daughter was one when
1 opened the office here, and
now she's 31 and recently mar-
ried to a nice young man,” the
proud father explains.

In his spare time, Dr. Dibble
can be seen working out at
Liberty Sports Complex or
doing a little running.

“I think in dentistry it's
important to not only be pre-
pared mentally, but (o be phys-
ically Mt as well,” he maintains,

THE MODEST dentist, who 1s
well known  for providing
mouth guards for Saline (oof-
ball players, wanled Lo speak
Iz about himself than abot
the new associate he has wel-
comed 1o his practice,

Dr. Jennifer MeFinton is an
alfable person with the obvious
ability 1o help people relax in
the dentist's chair

“Jennifer and hor azsistant
Tina are so0 good at communi-
cating with patients and
puiting people at eaze.  The
way she handles children is
espocially niee to see.,” Dr
Dibble says prowdly.

Dr. MeFinton, hersell a grad-
uple af the University aof
Michigan School of Dentiztry,
feels blessed to have found this
praciice,

“Dr. Dibble iz a lantastic
mentor. He is a brilliant den-
iist,” ghe states, ~1 will learn a
lot from him."

THE FEELING
zays Dr, Dibble.

“Having Jennifer in the
offies has re-inspired me,. IS
o nice to see U of M graduating
people like Jennifer, who are
truly interested in other people
and their welfare,” Dr. Dibble
ERYE.

It is easy to see why the two
doctors work so well together.
Their personalities are very
compatible, and they share the
same philogophy that patient
eare somes et

“This might be the thousanth
time the dentist has done a par-
ticular procedure, bul to the
patient it's the first time. [t's
important to let them know vou
understand their concerns,”™
Dir. Dibble explains.

Likewize, hoth doctors are
active in the Washtenaw
Dizstriet Dental Society and are
pleased o be members of the
Michigan Dental Association,
and the Ameriean Dental
Aszo¢iation.

Something else the doctoers
share is their fondness for
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Dr. J. Michael Dibble and Dr. Jennifer McFinton say patient care
comes first in their Saline practice.

dogs. Dr. Dibble is the owner of
Belle, a Vizsla (Hungarian
sporting dogl who hunis pheas-
ant. Dr. MeFinton iz the owner
of Jack, whom she describes as
“a mutt who does tricks and is
very smarl.” And, yves, the two
dentisiz bruzh their dogs’ teeth
and gums,

DR. MeFINTON RESIDES in
Ann Arbor with her husband
Andrew, an artist who special-
izes in oil paintings, Originally
from Nebraska, she has called
the college town home since
moving there in the cighth
grade, She works in the Saline
dental practice on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays, In her
spare time, Dr MeFinton
cnjove: gardening, czpecially
heirloom roses.

The two dentizsts have some
practical adviee for people
wanting to pay better attention
to their dental hygiene, As
most people realize, we should
practice good home eare and
visit our dentists regularly. In
addition, Drs. Dibble and
MeFinton encourage us to use a
viery sofl toothbrush and non-
abrasive paste to brush our
gums as well as our teeth, This
stimulates the tissue, thereby
promoting healthy gums.

The dental team explains
that sucking cough drops or sip-
ping sugary beverages all day
long causes a good deal of the
decay they see. They also warn
against tongue piercing. which
has caused broken fillings and
even broken beeth In some
cases. Finally, they encourage
anyone who is chewing tobacen
to stop that dangerous practice,
whieh iz respansible for many
of the pre-cancerous lesions
thay have seen.

Asked about the importance
of fluoride treatments, both
dentiztz agree Muoride zlops
decay.

“Fluoridated water is one of

the greatest achievements of
the 2ih contury,” explains Dr.
MeFinton,

DES. HMIBBELE and McFinton
praciice all phases of general
dentistry including limited oral
surgery and periedonties, They
do zome cosmelie dentisiry
such as laminates and porce-
lain veneer crowns. They reler
serious caszes (o area special-
ists, sich as Saline's D Cass
Radecki, who iz Enown for his
excellent work in extractions
and dental implants,

Drs. Dibble and MeFinton
see patienls ranging in age
From 285, Hezidents new Lo the
area will ke happy to know the

practice is
patients.

Their wailing room is a
pleasant space, complete with
fove for younger family mem-
bers, Patientz will enjos read-
ing the poem which hangs on
the wall entitled The Doctor
Dribide, written by Carrie as a
iribute to her father some
vears ago. And for anyvone who
has avoided regular eheek-ups
because of fear, rest assured,
voul will expericnee no guilt
irips while in the care of these
two special people.

accepting new



